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The 2020 Politics Report 

The report should be titled
“A political comparison of the systems of government in the United Kingdom and the United States of America”
 (approx. 2000 words)
Structure and content 
You are expected to produce an introductory guide to the people, political system, geography, history and politicians of both the United Kingdom and the United States. 
Section 1: The people of the UK and USA (30 marks/750 words max). 

Some points for consideration: 
• What is the population of the USA/UK? 
• How has it changed in recent years? 
• Where do people live? Towns/Cities/Rural/Suburban
• How is the racial composition of the USA and the UK changing? 
• How is income distributed? 
• What issues are controversial in American and British society? 

Section 2: The USA’s political system (15 marks/500 words max). 

1) Some points for consideration:
• What are the main characteristics of the Constitution? 
• Is there a Bill of Rights? 
• How powerful is the Supreme Court? 
• What are the separation of powers and checks and balances? 
• What is the federal structure? 
• What is the composition and membership of the three branches? 
• What are the main parties, and what do they stand for?

2) How has 9/11 affected the USA
Section 3: The UK’s Political System (15 marks/500 words)

1) Some points:

· What is the meaning of Parliamentary Sovereignty?

· Is there a bill of Rights?

· How powerful is the Prime Minister?

· How useful is Cabinet Government?

· What are the main parties and what do they stand for 

· How is devolution structured?

· How has Brexit affected the UK

Section 4: Profiles of America’s leading politicians and past leaders (10 marks/250 words max). 
Select three leading political figures drawn from; 
John Roberts
Bernie Sanders
Chuck Shurmer
Donald Trump

Nancy Pelosi 
Mike Pence
Ruth Bader Ginsberg

Brett Kavanaugh
For past leaders it will be more helpful to your studies if you choose relatively recent ones. You could choose one of the following: 
Ronald Reagan
 Bill Clinton
 George W. Bush 
John F. Kennedy
Barak H Obama

Section 5: Profiles of the UK’s leading politicians and past leaders (10 marks/250 words)

Select three from the following list or three of your own;

Boris Johnson
Dominic Raab

Priti Patel
Keir Starmer

Jeremy Corbyn
Nicola Sturgeon
Arlene Foster

Sadiq Khan



You can also use these past leaders but you probably don’t want to go beyond 1979:

Margaret Thatcher
Donald Dewer

Neil Kinnoock

David Owen

David Steel
Gordon Brown

David Cameron
Tony Blair

John Major
Other points

A further 10 marks will also be awarded for the quality of your research, i.e. the ability to synthesize independently sourced material from a number of places. 
It is advisable to include footnotes in your report. These should not be lengthy explanations of a particular point but should be used to attribute data, quotes, etc. This should be an incentive to not simply copy and paste from Wikipedia – although using this to follow up further links and identify further sources is acceptable. 
A final 10 marks are available if you COMPARE the two systems and list the areas in which they are similar and where they differ. 
Sources of information – a starting point.

Wikipedia is a good starting point but is not the be all and end all of the research
The BBC also has good resources as do the White House, The US Supreme Court and Congress. Parliament has its own website that you can access as well as The Times, Daily Telegraph and Guardian along with the Washington Post and New York Times. You could also use The Atlantic and any other websites that you can find.

In total you should look to produce this report on Word and include your notes to inform us of where you gathered your information. It is worth a total of 100 marks and will allow you to get a good grasp on the two systems of government. 
